
Matthew 

Chapter 7:13-23 

Teaching at Eramos Tapos 

3 Warnings 
 

We are now at the end of Matthew’s version of the Sermon on the Mount 

And the way he ends it is fascinating 

 

• Matthew 7:13:23 

What does this section feel like? What is Jesus dealing with here? 

Have a series of warnings 

Seems to be some sense of urgency in the message 

Why are these warnings necessary? What can you tell about Jesus’ movement from these warnings? 

a) Won’t be completely accepted 

b) Get the sense He won’t be with them either (why else would they need to worry about false prophets) 

 

Fascinating, each warning can be a tad harsh and difficult to read 

But with each reading comes perhaps an even more difficult warning by Jesus 

How many warnings are there? What are they? 

 

• Matthew 7:13-14 

1. Enter by the Narrow Gate 

What is the significance of a Gate not only in 1
st
 Century Palestine, but in ancient Near East? 

Every city is fortified in a sense with walls 

Gates are built to enter and leave a city 

SHOW GEZER 6 CHAMBER GATE 

Not at all like our towns and cities with tons of roads in and out 

And city gates varied…up to 6 chambers deep in Israel (like Solomon built in places like Gezer) 

Elder would usually sit at the city gate, welcome visitors, judge issues, discern folks, etc. 

 

In Hellenistic cities had the main gate and North/South entrance = CARDO 

Also had East/West road that intersected it = DECUMINUS 

How does Jesus describe the “gate to destruction” (literally ruin)? 

a) Wide = broad street, super welcoming 

In reference to the gate or entrance 

b) Broad = spacious, usually the root Greek word is translated country or region 

In reference to the way or path or road (i.e. once you are thru the gate) 

Sometimes translated EASY 

Look at the opposite in verse 14 

Gate =small and path = NARROW or literally PRESSED OR AFFLICTED 

• II Cor. 4:8 

• Hebrews 11:37 

c) Popular 

SHOW PICTURE OF BET SHEAN – TOTALLY DESTROYED IN AN EARTHQUAKE 

 

And by what does Jesus describe the other gate? 

LIFE 

And what 3 words does Jesus use to describe it? 

a) Narrow entry 

b) afflicted or pressed path 

c) unpopular 

• Luke 13:22-24 

“Passing” – get the sense they might have even been recently traveling thru Hellenistic cities 

SHOW PICTURE OF CHORIZIN GATE 

 

 



• Matthew 7:15-20 

2. Beware of false prophets 

In the Old Testament, just waited to see if what they said came true 

Jesus had a more direct and present method. What is it? What is his illustration? 

Tree 

Jerry’s orange tree – looked awesome, said they were sour and lousy to eat 

Can’t tell by a quick glance 

Jesus Seminar – Crossen on Jesus’ death, couldn’t have been buried but was eaten by dogs, BAR article 

 

• Matthew 7:19-23 

 

3. Beware of the Absence of fruit 

 

Just want to focus on a couple things as a way of introducing this last warning 

The next week, we will really plunge into it tying it together with the last section in chapter 7 

“on that day” = day of judgment, in Hebrew YomhaDin = Rev. 20:11-15  

First time but clearly not the last Jesus would introduce this Old Testament comment 

“lawlessness” = literally in a Jewish context, you who act as if there were no Torah at all 

 

• Matthew 13:23-29 

• Psalm 6:8-9 

• Matthew 25:41-46 as possible parallel 

 

The kingdom of God is a PRESENT THING 

It appears whenever people take upon themselves the rule of God 

• Psalm 115:16-17 

“Thy Kingdom come, on EARTH as it is in HEAVEN” 

We will see example after example in Matthew, so this is just one example 

When Matthew 7:21 is translated back into Hebrew, there is no real future tense 

The saying should be understood: "Not everyone who says 'Lord, Lord' to me comes into the kingdom of Heaven...." 

The second part of the verse likewise reflects the idea of present time: "but he who is doing the will of my father...." 

"has come near you" is not of time but of space 

This is an idiom that connotes physical intimacy, and is even used seven times in the Hebrew Scriptures as a euphemism 

for sexual intercourse (Gen. 20:4; Lev. 18:6; Lev 18:14; Lev 20:16; Deut. 22:14; Isa. 8:3; Ezek. 18:6). 

 

 

• Matthew 3:7-10 (axe) 

It’s amazing, there is really a tie between all 3 warnings though the 3
rd

 one makes its point the most obvious 

What is the thread of recognition between the 3? How are you to know? 

DOING THE FATHER’S WILL 

That’s what we will look at next week… 

 


